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of all kinds of birds and beasts. Joined to this noise
were the sounds of several stones struck together, of conch
shells, beating of drums made of hollow bamboos, and
the jarring of strings fastened to the larger bones of
beasts. Every now and then a "medicine man" would
make one dreadful exclamation and clatter, and there
would be a sudden pause and a profound silence. Find-
ing, after a considerable time, no answer was come from
their god, they concluded it was because the Europeans
were about the house, so turned them away and went
to work again. After another hour, no response being
obtained, a fresh search was made, and the Englishmen's
clothes were found to be hanging against the wall. These
were at once thrown out-of-doors to a great distance, and
then the diviners fell once more to their "pawawing".
After a little while they all came out with their answer,
"in a muck of sweat, so that first of all they went down
to the river and washed themselves" before delivering an
oracle to this effect: that the tenth day from that time
there would arrive two ships, and that on the morning
of the tenth day they would hear one gun and then
another at a little interval of time; that one of the English-
men would die soon afterwards; and that, going on board,
the white men would lose one of their guns. All of which
fell out exactly as predicted, wrote Wafer some years
later. For on the tenth day in the morning they heard
the guns, first one and then another: one of their guns
or "fusees" was lost on going on board the ships; the
five Englishmen and three of the Indians went off to the
ships in a canoe, but as they crossed the bar of the river
it overturned and Gopson was nearly drowned, and though
they recovered him out of the water he lost his gun, ac*
cording to the prediction.